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Glossary of Terms  
 
For the purposes of the Caldera Economic Transition Program, the Steering 
Committee has adopted the following definitions for the terms listed below:  
 
Sustainability  is forms of progress that meet the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. It 
is about ódo it your self-sufficiencyô, being able to live within our own means.  
 
Transition  is the act of passing from one state or place to another. By 
embracing the notion of  transition now, we can build resilient communities.  
 
Resilienc e is the ability to rapidly adapt to change and recover quickly from 
disaster. 
 
Global Warming  is the increase in the average temperature of the Earth's 
near-surface air and oceans since the mid-20th century and its projected 
continuation. 
 
Peak Oil  is the point in time when the maximum rate of global petroleum 
extraction is reached, after which the rate of production enters decline (Peak 
Oil is often confused with oil depletion;  Peak Oil is the point of maximum 
production while depletion refers to a period  of falling reserves and supply). 
 
Biodiversity  (Biological Diversity) - The variability among living organisms 
from all sources, including, 'inter alia', terrestrial, marine, and other aquatic 
ecosystems, and the ecological complexes of which they are part: this 
includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems (the 
definition adopted by the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity). 
 
Common Acronyms  
The following acronyms are commonly used throughout the report:  
 
DET ï New South Wales Department of Education and Training 
 
DECCW ï New South Wales Department of Environment, Climate Change 
and Water 
 
I&I NSW  - New South Wales Department of Industry and Investment  
 
IPCC  - Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
 
KFAs ï Key Focus Areas 



 | P a g e  C E T P U k i   

 

4 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Executive summary ............................................................................................... 6 

priority projects identified at workshops with actions included: ............................................... 6 

Snap shot of village ............................................................................................... 9 

History .................................................................................................................................... 9 

Geography .............................................................................................................................. 9 

Demography .......................................................................................................................... 9 

Community facilities .............................................................................................................. 9 

Local economy ....................................................................................................................... 9 

Built environment ................................................................................................................ 10 

Plans completed as of August 2009. .................................................................................... 10 

Resulting Actions  

Environmental .......................................................................................................................... 11 

Heritage .................................................................................................................................... 11 

Funding and Partnerships ........................................................................................................ 11 

Educational ............................................................................................................................... 11 

Role of the Plan.................................................................................................... 12 

Uki Village vision ................................................................................................. 12 

SWOT .................................................................................................................. 13 

Values and assumptions for sustainability ............................................................ 14 

Harmony ................................................................................................................................... 14 

Diversity ................................................................................................................................... 14 

Abundance ............................................................................................................................... 14 

The Planning Framework ..................................................................................... 15 

Key Focus Areas ................................................................................................................... 15 

Description ............................................................................................................................... 15 

KFA 1: Food Growing, Distribution and Consumption ............................................................. 15 

KFA2: Community Information, Education and Resilience....................................................... 15 

KFA 3: Community Infrastructure and Essential Services......................................................... 16 

KFA 4: Green Enterprise and the Local Economy ..................................................................... 16 

KFA 5: Natural Environment ..................................................................................................... 16 

KFA 6: Transport ....................................................................................................................... 16 

KFA 7: Housing and Shelter ...................................................................................................... 16 

Action Plan .......................................................................................................... 18 

Conclusions and future directions of CETP Steering Committee ............................. 29 

Appendix # 1 ........................................................................................................................ 34 

Focus Areas- objectives and goals ............................................................................................ 34 



 | P a g e  C E T P U k i   

 

5 

Focus Area 1:  Food Growing, Distribution and Consumption ................................................. 34 

Focus Area 2: Community Information, Education and Resilience .......................................... 36 

Focus Area 3: Community Infrastructure and Essential Services ............................................. 38 

Focus Area 4: Green Enterprise and the Local Economy ......................................................... 39 

Focus Area 5: Natural Environment ......................................................................................... 40 

Focus Area 6: Transport ........................................................................................................... 41 

Focus Area 7: Housing and Shelter ........................................................................................... 42 

Appendix #2 ......................................................................................................................... 43 

Sustainability Values ................................................................................................................ 43 

Community Values ................................................................................................................... 43 

Appendix #3 ......................................................................................................................... 44 

Tweed Integrated Trail Network .............................................................................................. 44 

Appendix #4 ......................................................................................................................... 46 

CALDERA ECONOMIC TRANSITION PLAN SURVEY .................................................................... 46 

Appendix #5 ......................................................................................................................... 48 

Uki Public School Environment Management Plan (SEMP) & Action Plans ............................. 48 

Appendix #6 ......................................................................................................................... 51 

Mt Warning Community Preschool- eco-playground model for whole community ................ 51 

Appendix #7 ......................................................................................................................... 52 

Projects identified at workshops in Uki .................................................................................... 52 

 

 

 

 



 | P a g e  C E T P U k i   

 

6 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
Following the previous community plans which identified ósustainabilityô as an important issue for the 
community of Uki, funding was sourced from the NSW Dept of Industry and Investment (I&I) and The Tweed 
Shire Council (TSC). Partnering with NSW I&I, TSC and UKIRA (Uki Residents Association) allowed a plan of 
ñActionô for Uki and District to be produced.  It is part of the larger óCaldera Economic Transition Programô with 
a report document derived from community knowledge that identified ways that the village and district could 
transition to a more sustainable economic future so as to be more resilient to the looming Peak Oil and 
Climate Change shocks.  
 
The plan involved the employing of a coordinator and facilitator to run óThe Uki Sustainability Projectô and 
workshops. Hundreds of people have had input into the project to date and many positive outcomes have 
occurred for sustainability, the economy, the environment and the community. 

 

PRIORITY PROJECTS IDENTIFIED AT WORKSHOPS WITH ACTIONS INCLUDED: 

¶ Community accessibility 
Through 
o óSafety and Accessibility for All.ô This incorporates paths that are safe for pedestrian, 

bicycle and the disabled in and around Uki. 
o Safe pedestrian and bicycle connections on Kyogle Rd to Murwillumbah and to Ukiôs 

feeder roads.  
o Foot path/Cycle path from Sweetnam Pk and to the Sports Ground. 
o Disabled access around the Village. 
o Cycle lane/wide shoulder on Kyogle Rd to Murwillumbah and on to Ukiôs feeder 

roads. 
o Bicycle/Pedestrian signage to promote safety. 
o Improve road maintenance to increase safety along road edges. 
o Promote an óIntegrated trail networkô around Uki and district for locals and as a 

tourists draw. 
 
Recommendation; To work with service providers such as TSC, North Coast Area Health 
Service (NCAHS) and other User Groups to identify suitable routes and then access 
funding to increase a safe trail network.  
Incorporate a ride/skate park into a system of trails for local youth and sport groups. 

 

¶ Bush Regeneration, Landcare, Biodiversity Protection  
Through 
o Practical, hands on workshops to educate people about óbest practiceô control of 

weeds and Vines in particular. 
o Maintain areas already rehabilitated in and around Uki 
o Extending the areas already rehabilitated in and around Uki 
o Working with other groups and government bodies to obtain funding and assistance 

to progress further with Bush Regeneration in the Uki district. 
o Retain biodiversity 
 
Recommendations; For funding opportunities liaise with Tweed Landcare Inc, Tweed 
Shire Council and Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority. 
Use professionals to control severe riparian weed problems as well as to assist with long 
term maintenance on community plantings and projects. 
Manage all development to protect threatened environments.  
Protect and enhance biodiversity and water quality. 
Prevent the further spread of all invasive weeds.  
Work toward a biosphere reserve for the Tweed Caldera. 
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¶ Community Garden and Growers Co-operative  
Through 
o Formulate a Community Food Growing Plan with protocols for planting near 

waterways and plant selection. 
o Identify possible community lands close to village for Food Forest & Community 

gardens 
o Secure suitable land for a Community Vegetable garden. 
o Secure suitable land for a Food Forest 
o Plant a native Food Forest in a bush regeneration site. 
o Plant a food forest 
o Set up a community garden/ share garden scheme. 
o Plant an edible landscape along the streets of Uki 
o Set up a food co-op 
o Start a local seed bank 
 
Recommendation; Work with Tyalgum and the Tweed North West to set up a Local 
Farmers Market and a Community Kitchen in a central location in Murwillumbah.  
Edible streetscapes, food forests, garden shareô and a veggie garden in the Uki school 
are good initial community projects.  
Set up a community garden after skills, enthusiasm and commitment from within the 
community are demonstrated. 
 
 
 

¶ Education, Re-Skilling Workshops and Skills Audit  
Through 
o Develop a survey to collate information on skills in the community and the 

willingness and ability for them to be shared. 
o Develop a survey to gather information on what type of information the community 

needs and how it could be best offered. 
o Have workshops to promote and develop local knowledge. 
o Develop education programs in Primary School and preschool 
Recommendations; Use the Skills Audit developed by the Tyalgum community and 
distribute through Uki then collate information and present this information on the Uki 
Village Web site.  
Work with local groups such as TSC, Tweed Landcare Inc, Dept Primary Industries and 
North Coast Health to hold workshops and education days for the public on relevant 
topics.  
Work with Uki Public School to promote sustainability within the school and use their 
facilities to hold workshops.  
Prepare and distribute an information kit to residents including emergency info.  

 

¶ Develop an Integrated Trail Network*  
Through 
o Working with other Villages to promote and develop an Integrated Trail Network. 
o Collect information and map routes used by outdoor travelers. 
o Evaluate these routes for Legality, Difficulty, Safety and Suitability. 
o Identify a pilot route to connect Tweed Villages 
o Produce a map for distribution identifying routes with a brief description on each. 
o Network with other groups for information and support. 
o Source funding to contract coordinator, cartographer and for the production, 

promotion and distribution of Trail Maps. 
The óIntegrated Trail Networkô has become a priority project for the districts of the CETP as it will help with 
social, economic and environmental resilience and includes trails/routes for walkers, horse riders, bicycle 
riders, canoeists and will incorporate the óTweed Art Trailô. It has become a collaboration with the 2 other 
districts of Tyalgum and the Tweed North West gathering high energy and commitment from these 
communities. This project was identified within the Uki Sustainability Project workshops under a number of 
different headings and has since morphed into one single project. This project is considered important by the 
three communities as it affects many aspects of sustainability from economic, social and environmental. For 
the full report on this initiative please refer to Appendix #3. 
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CETP recommendations;- 

It is recommended to work with the communities of Tyalgum and the Tweed North West on the projects 
that are similar.  
These will include;  

o Community kitchen 
o Central Farmers Market 
o Solar farm 
o Integrated Trail Network 
o Skills Audit 
o Carbon Calculator  
o Organic Brewery/Winery 

 
It is considered that of these projects the Tweed Integrated Trail Network, Solar Farm and Community Kitchen, 
it will be necessary to contract a coordinator to move these projects forward. This is due to the large and 
prolonged work load required to achieve the desired outcomes and this being too great a task for volunteer 
groups or individuals to achieve in a timely manner.  
 
It is also considered prudent to continue the CETP Steering Committee and that funding be sourced to help 
facilitate action through mentoring of local community groups in their move towards priority sustainability 
projects. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


























































































